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Y£AR  FOOD  ADMIKISTM  ION 
OFFICE  OF  MARKETING  SERVICES 
Vfeshington  25,  D,  C, 


April  27,  19^5 


FifcJIT  AND  VEGETAELE  BRANCH 
ADMINi  ST  RATI  YE  LETTER  NO.  29 


OFFICE  OF  THE  CHIEF 


SEVENTH  2-AR  ^C^^DJIJB^--  ^TT_ENTION  ^-j'JjL_FIELD_OFF2CES 

-  '  The  Seventh  ".Tar  Loan  Drive  will  run  from  May  11+  to  June  J>0t   19^-5,  ^ut  the  ac~ 
counting  period  will  run  from  April  9  to  July  7,  19^5* 

The  quota  for  the  Department  of  agriculture  and  the  War  Food  Administration  is 
$7,083,583  and  for  the  Office  of  Marketing  Services  $1,120,933,  of  which  0206,851;. 
is  apportioned  to  Vfashington  and  4<9lU,  079  "to  the  field, 

YJe  know  that  each  of  you  is  well  aware  of-  the  necessity  for  this  Drive,  since 
you  are  well  informed  on  the  active  military  operations  and  equally  aware  of  the 
necessity  for  furnishing  equipment  and  supplies  to  our  Armed  Forces,  as  well  as 
rendering  service  to  those  returning  from  combat,     I  believe  you  will  agree  that  the 
very  least  each  one  of-  you  can  do  is  to  assist  as  much  as  possible  in  raising  funds 
to  meet  these  requirements, 

We  are  confident  the  Fruit  and  Vegetable  Branch  will  more  than  meet  its  q.uota 
and  that  each  of  you  will  do  his  share.     The  Chief  of  the  Area  Personnel  Office  has 
been  delegated  as  Chairman  within  your  Area  and  all  purchases  should  be -made  through 
the  respective  Area  Office  in  which  your  office  is  located.    For  this  great  cause, 
we  know  that  you  will  feel  it  is  your  personal  duty  to  actively  work  with  your  Chair- 
man and  to  stress  the  importance  of  this  campaign  among  the  employees  in  your  office^ 
seeing  that  each  individual  is  contacted  and  every  effort  made  to  have  100%  employee 
participation  in  this  Drive, 

The  individual  quota  is  based  on  5U%  of  one  month's  gross  salary  minus  the 
regular  pay  roll  deductions  for  6  pay  periods.    For  example: 

One  month  gross 
Salary 

Annual  Salary  $2600  pius  overtime  *  .$263 .60 

of  one  month's  gross  salary  ..„. .     .  II+2.5I+ 

pay  roll  deduction  per  pay  oeriod 
$9.38 

Six  pay  periods  April  15  through  June  Z)Q   ^<6,2Q 

Quota  $86.06 

The  Area  Chairman  in  each  of  the  five  Area  Personnel  Offices  will  arrange  for 
the  distribution  of  supplies,   receive,  record  and  report  participation  and  render 
assistance  in  any  way  possible  to  you  and  those  within  your  office.    Tie  suggest  that 
you  immediately  notify  him  of  your  requirements  in  order  that  you  may  be  fully 
equiped  to  handle  the  Drive,    All  questions  regarding  the  purchase  of  bonds  should 
also  be  directed  to  him. 

It  is  your  responsibility  to^^fiB^WBrTf^^. ch^crti|Q c^re e  is  contacted  and  that 
every  effort  possible  is  made  -»d  dneettT^pur-  quota,    -r,  \ 


,c    E.  A.  Meyer,  Chief. 


-  £  -      Administrative  Letter  No,  29 
FRESH  PRODUCTS  STxOTARDIZATIOIJ  .JTD  INSPECTION  DIVISION 
nTSPECTORS_IN  CEARGEJSHOJM  ^J?SE_OFFI_CE  AM)  RESIDENCE  iJ)DIESSES_ 

17e  hope  soon  to  issue  a  new  Receiving  Market  and  Shipping  Point  address  list. 
Will  the  inspector  in  charge  of  each  destination  office  advise  us  his  office  and 
residence  addresses  including  postal  zone  numbers  and  telephone  numbers?     If  this 
information  is  shown  correctly  on  the  list  of  IO/I5/I4U  it  will  only  be  necessary  to 
advise  us  that  there  is  no  change  in  address  since  that  list  was  issued.  However, 
in  referring  to  that  list  you  will  notice  thct  the  residence  addresses  of  several 
inspectors  in  charge  are  missing,    W3.il  they  please  furnish  us  the  desired  infor- 
mation?   The  shipping  point  Federal-State  supervisors  whose  addresses  do  not  appear 
on  the  receiving  market  address  list  should  also  .send  us  the  desired  information, 

/ 

£E_IPOR^RY  OP^SEASOHO,  IE^QUA£TEj£_OF  £HOTIKG_POINT_lHSP^IQN 

For  Alabama  potato  reports  wire  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  Palm  Theatre  Bldg, 

Foley,  Ala.    Mail  address:  P.  0.  Box  29*     Telephone  has  been 
changed  to  207 • 

For  Tennessee  cabbage  end  strawberry  reports  wire  Federal-State  Inspection  Service, 

Humboldt,  Term,    Please  send  via  Vfestern  Union,    Mail;  P.O.  Box 

209. 

For  Mississippi  cabbage  reports  wire  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  Crystal 

Springs,  Miss.  Mail:  P.  0.  Box  232. 
For  South  Carolina  potato  reports  wire  Federal-State  Inspection  Service,  c/o  C.'.V, 

Carraway,  County  Agent,  County  Center,  Charleston,  S.  C, 

REPORTING  QUALITY  QF.gQOTS  0F_3JJl^HFD_VpETABI£SJ^N  TOFS_AJE_D^AGED_ 

The  item  appearing  under  the  above  heading  in  Administrative  Letter  Ho,  28 
stated  that  the  instructions  superseded  those  previously  given  in  handbooks.  The 
item  should  have  read  that  these  are  additional  instructions. 

REPORTIITG  0N_F0RM  FPjAlQl 

Hhen  a  certificate  has  been  typed  with  incorrect  car  initials  or  car  number  it 
will  be  necessary  to  void  the  certificate  and  type  a    new  one.     Therefore,  changes 
in  car  number  or  initial  should  not  be  shown  on  form  FPI-101. 

RE£IRFMSNT_OF  WALTEJM<V  PLUIilER 

Walter  F.  plummer,  Inspector  in  Charge  of  the  Fresh  Products  Standardization 
and  Inspection  Office  at  Boston,  Massachusetts,   voluntarily  retires  from  the  ser- 
vice on  April  30  after  26-years  service.    Mr.  plummer  was  first  appointed  as  an 
Assistant  in  Marketing  Fruits  and  Vegetables,  April  10,   I9I8  with  headquarters  at 
New  York,  New  York,  and  was  transferred  to  Boston,  Mass.  in  November  of  that  year, 
where  he  began  the  inspection  of-  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables  for  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment.    He  continued  in"  this  capacity  until  July, 1925  when  he  was  transferred  to  New 
Haven,  Connecticut,  where 'he  was  inspector  until  May  16,   193 1.     0n  that  date  hf  rCr 
turned  to  Boston  as  an  Associate  Marketing  Specialist  in  charge  of  the  Inspection 
Office. 

In  addition  to  supervising  the  terminal  work  in  Boston,  he  supervised  the 
shipping  point  inspection  work  in  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont and  on  apples,  squash  and  other  products  grown  in  the  central  and  southern 
part  of  Maine.    Mr.  plurrmer  will  reside  on  the  farm  where  he  was  born  at  Newbury, 
Mass,  and  will  operate  this  farm  as  well"  as  somernoarby  orchard  property  that  he 
has  leased.     Our  best  wishes  go  with  him  in  his  new  work. 

NOTES  : 

"~    Mr.  G-.  A,  Bidolmafi  of  the  Cleveland  office  has  been  transferred  to  Boston  to 
take  charge  of  that  office  upon  Mr.  Plummer' s  retirement.    Mr.  Lawrence  E.  Ide  will 
be  in  charge  of  the  Cleveland  office  and  Mr.  John  C.  Kinkley  of  the  New  York  office 
has  been  transferred  to  Cleveland  to  work  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  Ide, 
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_SUFPLElffiNT__OF  CONDITION  F.'XTORS  FOR  jffiCEI TOG  IWEvET JijUgBOOK 

With  this  Administrative  Letter  there  is  being  sent  to  each  inspector  a  sup- 
plement for  the  Receiving  Market  Handbook,  which  lists  the  Condition  Factors  for 
the  different  fruits  and  vegetables.     This  supersedes  any  instructions  on  Condition 
Factors  in  existing  products  Circulars,    New  Products  Circulars  will  contain  any 
changes  or  additions  rahich  may  be  considered  necessary. 

This  supplement  should  be  bound  with  .part  I  and  Part  II  of  the  Receiving  Market 
Handbook  so  that  it  will  be  convenient  for  reference,    .It  is  s  uggested  also  that 
er.ch  inspector  make  a  list  of  the  Condition  Factors  for  each  product  and  insert  this 
under  CONDITION  in  the  corresponding  products  Circular,  1  . 

R.  R,  Pailthorp,  Acting  Chief. 

PROCESSED  PRODUCTS  ST/J&ARDIZATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION  . 

NOTES:  -        ...  V 

Mrs.  Elinore  T.  Linderer  and  Mrs.  Carol  p.  Wagner  conducted  an  indoctrination 
course  for  prospective  foods  inspectors  at  Fredericksburg^  Virginia,  April  9  through 
April  12,  19U5*     College  seniors  majoring  in  home  economics  who  will  receive  their 
degrees  from  Mary  Washington  College  of  the  University  of  Virginia  and  High  point 
College,  Ki/rh  Point,  North  Carolina  were  in  attendance,   as  well  as  two  graduates 
of  other  colleges.     Dr.  Alice  L.  Edwards,  Head  of  the  Home  Economics  Department  at 
Mary  Washington  College,  has  cooperated  with  the  Department  before  in  allowing  short 
courses  to  be  held  for  prospective  foods  inspectors. 

We  have  received  the  following  news  concerning  two  of  our  former  inspectors; 
Pfc.  Carl  J.  Steiner,  formerly  stationed  at  the  Santa  Ana,  California  office,  is 
in  the  Veterinary  Corps  detailed  in  Arkansas  and  Kansas,  inspecting  mejat  for  the 
frmy. 

Lester  Earl  Thornton,  who  was  formerly  in  Chicago,  Illinois  end  cyther  Midwest 
offices,  was  last  reported  with  an  Army  Transportation  Unit  in  France;*  . 

F«  L.  Souther  land,  Acting  Chief, 

REGULATORY  DIVISION 

•   It  is  rumored  that  certain  factors  of  the  fresh  fruit  .and  vegetable  industry 
ar  e  pur  eha  s  ing  large  quantities  of  second-hand  sacks  bearing  various ,  names  and' ad- 
dresses, grade  designations,  and  States  of  origin  with  the  intention  of  packing 
therein  Alabama  potatoes  for  sale  in  interstate  commerce. 

The  Perishable  agricultural  Commodities  Act  makes  it  unlawful  to  misrepresent 
by  work,  act,  stampj  stencil,  irbel,  or  deed  the ■ ki3id,  grade,  quality weight  or 
State  of  origin  of  my  perishable  agricultural  commodity  shipped  in  interstate 
commerce.     Field  men  are  requested  to  report  promptly. all  cases  of  misbranding  to 
the  Washington  office  for  suitable  action, 

T.  C.   Curry,  Chief. 

FRUIT  ILvRKETING  DIVISION  ' 

NOTES : 

Gordon  V,  Barnes,  who  has  been  handling  most  of  the  Grapefruit  Subsidy  ws?rk 
in  the  Citrus  Section,   is  now  Pvt.  Barnes,  having  reported  for  induction  on  April 
19  •    We  all  wish  Gordon  the  best  of  luck  and  hope  he  will  be  back  with  us  soon. 
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Through  April  25,  828,200  bushels  of  Eastern  apples  had  been  purchased  for  the 
school  lunch  program  and  for  other  approved  uses.     Of  this  quantity,  175,6614.  bushels 
were  D.  S.  No.  1,  2  to  2-/L|.  inches  in  diameter  at  $1,50  per  bushel,  and  652,536 
bushels  were  Combination  U.  S.  No.  1  and  U.  S.  Utility  (or  better  grades),  2-l/A 
inches  minimum  diameter  at  01 » 75  Per  bushel.     Further  purchases  are  being  made, 

A  special  survey  was  made  in  each  of  the  mid-spring  strawberry  States  to  def- 
ter mine,  strawberry  yield  prospects,  as  of  April  15,  1945*     The  results  of  the  survey 
indicfted  that  an  adjustment  was  required  in  the  group  of  states  comprising  South 
Carolina,  North  Carolina,  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware,  where  the \ average  pros- 
pective yield  was  substantially  below  the  10-year  average  yield.     The  Office  of 
Price  Administration j  therefore,   issued  Amendment  97  to  Maximum  price  Regulation 
A26,  effective  April. 26,  increasing  the  c eiling- price  for  strawberries  produced  in 
these  States  5-1/2  cents  per. quart  for  the  period  ending  Hay  1,  and  5-  cents  for  the 
period  Hay  2  through  Hay  20.     Further  consideration  of  the  need  for  adjustments  in 
the  price  ceiling  in  these  States,  as  well  as  in  other  mid-spring  and  late-spring 
States  will  be  made  on  the  basis  of  the  Hay  1  crop  report  .or . of  any  special  surveys 
which  may  be  required. 

.  D.  F.  HcHillen,  Chief.  : 

VEGETABLE  MARKETING  DIVISION 

*  * 

VEGETABLE  M/J9ffiTI13G  SI TU^K*! s 

Heavy  shipments  of  cabbage  averaging  over  1,100  cars  a  week  for  the  last  two 
weeks  have  resulted  in  weakening  in  some  markets.     Surplus  purchases  have  been  made 
in  Georgia  and.  South  Carolina  and  requests  have  been  received  for  market  assistance 
from  Mississippi  and  North  Carolina.    Market  outlets  are  reported  lacking  for  con- 
siderable quantities  of  swe.etpotatoes  mostly  in  North  Carolina.     Usual  outlets  to 
truckers  are  curtailed  as  such  dealers  are  not  operating  to  the  usual  extent.  V/hole- 
sale  prices  in  city  markets  continue  at  generally  satisfactory  levels.  Reduced 
yields  of  Texas  onions  and  moderate  shipments  have  held  prices  at  fairly  satisfactory 
levels*    Ha rkets~"a*re~" absorbing  large  quantities  of  tomatoes  at  good  prices.  Ship- 
ments from  the  large  Texas-  crop  are  increasing.     The  carrot  market  has  shown  unex- 
pected strength  and  best  stock  is  at  ceiling  in  California.    Best  snap  beans  are  at 
ceiling  and  oelery  demand  and  price  are  good. 
WGETIShE  m^METim  ;TOPICS_UNDER_p  i_sctjs_sion 

Topics  of  interest-  in  current  discussions  on  vegetable  marketing-  include  "tie- 
in  sales",  "five  days  a  week  operation  of  some  of  the  eastern  markets"  and  "methods 
of  handling  temporary  surpluses"-. 

j/egtt_1-ple2pri£E_s 

prices  for  vegetables  for  freezing  were  announced  on  April  10  for  the  follow- 
ing eight  vegetables  —  asparagus,  snap  beans,  beets,   carrots,  sweet  corn,  green 
peas,  lima  beans,  and  spinach.     These  prices  will  be  used  by  the  Office  of  Price 
Administration  as  the  maximum  raw  material  costs  to  be  reflected  in  the  19^4-5  ceiling 
prices  for  the  frozen  products.     In  computing  individual  ceiling  prices,  freezers 
will  reflect  their  actual  eost  of  raw  material  not  to  exceed  the  prices  designated. 
In  addition  tc  the  'eight  named,  a  miscellaneous  group  including  {but  not  limited  to) 
broccoli,  Fordhook  lima  beans,  cauliflower,  pumpkin,  and-  squash  is  designated  as  sub- 
.  jec£  to  an  increase  up  to  20  per   cent  over  I9I42  prices.     The  prices  specified  repre- 
sent the  value  per  ten  of  the  kind  and  quality  of  raw  Vegetables  used  for  freezing 
on  a  basis  comparable  to  the  State  and  area  average  support  or  designated  prices  for 
canning. 
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Due  to  the  fact  that  potato  supplies  had  shrunk  to  such  a  small  volume  and  were 
of  widely  scattered  lots  of  relatively  undesirable  quality,  and  that  Government  pro«- 
curement  agencies  had  practically  ceased  operations  in  the  Rod  River  Valley  of  Minne- 
sota and  North  Dakota  and  the  Klamath  Basin  area,- the  permit  Order  was  withdrawn  on 
April  19  from  these  areas.     This  action  will  release  Mr.  Droge  and  Mr.  Lacey  for 
other  assi gnmerit-s • 

Effective  April  23,  the  permit  Order  was  extended  to  cover  Kern  County,  Cali- 
fornia, as  the  crop  there  is  coming  onto  the  market  later  than  anticipated,  causing 
bho  likelihood  of  ashort  simply  situation  at  lor  st  until  mid-May,    Mr.  II.  T»  Coogan 
of  the  Los  Angeles  office  is  Deputy  Administrator  in  Charge.     He  is  located  at  the 
rtermastor  Market  Center  in  Bakersf icld. 

L.  S.  Fenn,  Acting  Chief, 

MARKET  NEVIS  DIVISION 

kU&Y  jSfr-SON_IN  13AST  i :ND_ S_OUT HEAS T * 

The  much  earlier  than  normal  season  throughout  the  Southeast  has  resulted  in 
our  having  had  to  open  field  offices  at  a  number  of  points  earlier  than  usual.  This 
was  true  at  Hammond,  whore  the  strawberry  movement  began  in  volume,  earlier  than  in 
any  year  since  the  early  Twenties;  and  also  at  Hastings  and  Mobile  where  the  potato 
deals  were  unusually  early,    present  prospects  point  to  active  movement  of  South 
Carolina  potatoes  around  May  7,  North  Crroliiia  potatoes  between  May  15  and  20,  and 
Georgia  peaches  by  around  the  middle  of  May.    An  abnormally  dry  season  over  much  of 
Florida  will  probably  bring  most  deals  in  that  State  to  an  earlier* than  normal  close. 
Fruit  and  vegetable  deals  over  the  eastern  half  of  the  country  are  apparently  all  at 
least  two  weeks  early,  while  western  deals,  especially  on  the  pacific  Coast,  are 
running  a  little! late, 

PUBLISH I^_^0mCCL:.L  E STIMATES  0N_C ROP  BiMAjSE^  YIELD  PEED_ICT I0NS,_ET C^ 

Market  News  men  should  not  publish  in  official  reports  any  estimate  on  crop 
damage,  yields  or  similar  information  which  is  based  either  on  trade  reports  or 
which  originated  in  unofficial  sources.     General  statements  as  to  occurence  of  storms 
or  adverse  conditions  may  be  reported  in  f.o.b.  or  market  wires  but  definite  per** 
centage  estimates  should  be  avoided.     For  such  estimates  we  should  use  only  the 
official  crop  estimate  releases  of  BAE.     General  statements  such  as  "Light  frost  last 
night,  some  damrge  to  tender  crons",  "Heavy  wind  Friday,   considerable  fruit  blown 
down"  are  permissible  but  statements  such  as  "Light  frost  last  night,   estimate  15 
per  cent  of  acreage  killed"  or  "Heavy  wind  Friday,   ^>0  per  cent  of  crop  blown  down" 
should  be  strictly  avoided.     Such  statements  as  the  latter  may  be  at  great  variance 
frith  the  final  Crop  Estimates  report  and  could  prove  quite  embarassing.     This  is 
especially  true  under  present  conditions  when  the  "disaster  adjustment"  system  is 
being  used  to  adjust  ceiling  prices.     This  does  not  mean  that  market  news  men  should 
not  wire  detailed  estimates  of  damage  as  based  on  trade  opinion  to  Washington  for 
administrative  use.     Such  information  may  be  included  in  the  f.o.b.  wire  addressed 
to  Washington  but  will  be  deleted  here  before  being  relayed.    \te  are  anxious  that 
this  type  of  information  should  continue  to  ccme  in  here.    At  times  the  trade  in  city 
markets  or  producing  areas  becomes  quite  ins  is teat  upon  obtaining  early  reports  on 
damage  or  other  unusual  conditions.     In  general,  they  should  be  advised  no  detailed 
information  can  be  released  prior  to  the  official  report  of  the  Crop  Estimates 
Division  of  BAB, 
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REQUES^FOP^IEiJVE^ 

r,rithin  the  next  week  or  two  market  news  men  should  advise  as  to  their  leave 
preferences  this  year,   showing  first,  second,  and  third  choice,    Y,re  probably  will 
have  less  relief  help  available  during  the  coming  summer  than  at  any  time  in  the 
history  of  the  news  service,  and  it  may  be  impossible  to  grant  leave  at  the  exact 
times  desired.    Vie  will,  however,  make  every  effort  to  comply  as  closely  with  your 
wishes  as  possible.     It  seems  improbable  that  any  leave  periods  can  be  granted  before 
July  1  and  some  may  have  to  be  taken  quite  late  in  the  fall.     Insofar  as  possible,  we 
tvould  like  to  grant  summer  leave  to  those  men  v</ho  have  children  in  sdhool.    The  same 
1  Imitations  on  leave  as  last  year  are  continued  this  year,  that  is,  ll±  days  taken  at 
any  one  period.     By  special  provision  this  may  be  increased  slightly  in  some  cases 
but  it  is  doubtful  that  we  can  provide  more  than  this  with  the  help  available. 


'TE&FOBJ&Y  FIELD  £TATION 
Lo  c  at  i  on 


In  Charge 


Commodity 


Probable  Opening 
and  Closing  Dates 


Belle  Glade,  Fla. 
A'est  Lake  Road 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Corpus  Christi,  Tex, 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss, 
Ul2  P.  0.  Bldg. 

Hammond,  La. 
P.  0.  Building 

Hastings,  Florida 
Power  &  Light  Bldg. 

Lakeland,  Fla, 
P.  0.  Box  191 

Laredo,  Texas 
Hamilton  Hotel 

Hob  i 1 e ,  A 1 abama 

Onley,  Va, 

Phoenix,  Ariz. 

602  Security  Bldg. 

Plant  City,  Fla, 
P.  0.  Box  US 

presque  Isle,  Me. 
Federal  Bldg. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 
300  Terminal  Bldg. 


D.  R,  Hall 
J.  H.  Selby 

E.  E.  Paulson 

C.  B.  Miller 

B.   I.  Burr ell 

Jos.  M»  Roberts 

H.  F.  '.Till son 

E.  E.  Paulson 
H.  J.  Jones 
S.  *T.  Russell 

J.  A.  Hunter 
R.  M.  Peterson 

S,  ".7.  Russell 
L.  Thomas 


Sanford,  Fla, 

State  Frrmers  Market    C.  D.  Sherman 


Misc.  Vegs. 

potatqes  &  Vegs 
Onions 

Mis,  Vegs. 

Strawberries 

Potatoes 
Citrus 

Onions 
potatoes 


Mar. 26  -  May  15 
May  7  -  June  20 
Apr.  30  "  May  26 

Apr.  19  -  June  22 

Mar.  19  -  May  12 

Apr.  6  -  May  19 

Oct.  9  -  June  30 

Apr.  10  -  Apr.  28 
Apr.  20  -  June  1 


Strawberries  &  pots.     May  9  -  July  31 


Lettuce 


Mar.  1  -  Apr.  21 


Strawberries  &  Vegs.     Feb.  2  -  May  1 

Sept.  12  -  May  3 
Aug.  28-  May  31 


potatoes 
Misc.  F  &  V 


".Teslaco,  Texas 

Post  Office  Bldg. 


L.  N.  Gillespie 


Celery 

Citrus  &  Vegs. 


Jan.  28-  May  31 
Oct.  16  -  May  31 


C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  Chief. 


